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         learning for all

About six years ago, the District 146 Math 
Challenge was created as an answer to the 

cancellation of the Area Math Challenge, an an-
nual math contest sponsored by the South Cook 
Intermediate Service Center.  Because of its 
popularity in District 146, the ORE facilitators 
wanted to, and worked to continue the tradition – 
and so the District Math Challenge was born. 

Ginny Koepel, ORE Facilitator at Memorial and 
one of the founders of the Challenge said that the 
format was based on the Area Math Challenge, 
but it took much hard work to create an event 
that fi t the District’s focus for math, and pock-
etbook.  Th e Bett enhausen Center in Tinley 
Park off ered to host the event and continues to 
this day, where three of its rooms are made avail-
able to 112 district students who excel in math.  

In order to be chosen for the Challenge, stu-

dents undergo special testing by the ORE Facili-
tators at each building.  Four students are chosen 
from Grades 1-5 at each elementary school.  Cen-
tral Middle School sends 16 students from 6th 
grade to match the number of students from 5th 
grade, and two teams of four students from 7th 
and 8th grades to participate in the Challenge.  

On a designated February morning, busses pick 
up the students and facilitators. Th ey proceed 
to the Bett enhausen Center where the students 
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ents undergo special testing by the ORE Facili-



are tested in Mental Math, Math Computation, and the Math 
Teamwork Challenge.  Breaks are allowed and snacks are pro-
vided.  All students 
are returned to their 
schools by noon and 
an evening awards 
ceremony is held a 
week later.  

Th e most challenging 
of the three tests is 
the Math Teamwork 
challenge.  Students are formed into teams, one child from each 
school, and they work together on 25-30 diffi  cult problems.  
Th is challenge teaches students how to work together, gives 
them a bett er understanding of competition, begins friendships, 
and creates a community feeling among the students.  

Ms. Koepel says that the District Math Challenge provides stu-
dents who are good in math a venue to really test their abilities. 
In addition, “We [teachers] are providing for their future, and 
this gives them confi dence and a work-hard att itude.  It is a posi-
tive thing.”

Th is year the District 
Math Challenge will 
be held on February 
18th.  An awards  cer-
emony is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Central Middle 
School cafetorium.  Everyone is invited to att end.

A LEAN GREEN RECYCLING MACHINE

Stewardship of our planet and its natural resources is taken 
seriously in District 146.  Every building, every admin-

istrator, every teacher encourages reusing and recycling.  All 
buildings are provided with recycling bins for paper, card-
board, aluminum and plastic and all of our schools have found 
their own special ways to help the environment.

Fierke • students have started Th e Bee Green Team 
which is in its fi rst year.  Th ey focus on becoming bett er 
recyclers and research and share ways to 
recycle and reuse items other than pa-
per.  One of their pet projects is “Ter-
racycle”, which is a company that takes 
collected drink pouches and turns 
them into reusable bags and pouches.  
And for the second year in a row, Fierke 
students have planted a tree to honor 
someone special to the school.  
Sandidge•  encourages classrooms to 
recycle paper and water bott les by de-
positing them in boxes located around 
the school.  Th ey have teams of “Earth 
Angels” that go around the building 
to empty the boxes.  Th ey also have a 
spring clean up of the woods around the building.
Memorial•  annually sponsors “Green Fair for Earth 
Day” by taking recyclable items and making them into 
useful items like jewelry boxes and wind chimes.  Th ey 
also participate in e-friendly science experiments like 
learning how to make recycled paper and making and 
cleaning up an oil spill.  
Central • has a drop-off  box in the nurse’s offi  ce for dona-
tions of old eyeglasses which are sent to the Tinley Park 
Lions Club for distribution to those in need.  In addi-
tion to reusing paper goods, the teachers have foregone 
their use of plastic eating utensils in the lunchroom by 

purchasing stainless.  
Th e Kruse•  student council is a strong supporter of re-
cycling.  Th ey are creating a recycling “music video” 
to show on their morning announcements, and have 
opened up a recycle “rap contest”.  

Not to be outdone, the Administration Center recycles 
and/or reuses large amounts of paper, plastic and cans, and 
has recently started using an electronic storage system for 
old records.   In addition, the majority of the cleansers used 

throughout the district are e-friendly, and the 
use of recycled or biodegradeable products 
is encouraged.  

Last but not least, we are most proud of the 
new Fulton school.  During the tear-down of 
the original building, a major eff ort was made 
to go through the rubble and remove any de-
bris which was recyclable, such as aluminum 
and steel.  Th e new Fulton building will be 
energy and resource effi  cient addressing the 
issues of indoor air quality, interior acous-
tics, storm water runoff  and light pollution, 
just to name a few.   We are also proud to an-
nounce that Fulton has achieved LEED cer-

tifi cation which, in the United States and a number of other 
countries, is the recognized standard for measuring building 
sustainability.  Achieving LEED certifi cation is the best way 
to demonstrate that your building project is truly “green.” 
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DATES TO REMEMBER:  ISAT TESTING 
MARCH 3, 2009 through MARCH 13, 2009

Please do not schedule any 
doctor appointments for your child



Th e Central Middle School Symphonic Band led by its direc-
tor, Jason Freeland, presented a rehearsal lab on December 18, 
2008 at the 62nd anniversary Midwest Clinic.  Held each De-
cember in Chicago, the Midwest Clinic is the largest instrumental 
music education conference in the world.  It is regularly att ended 
by 15,000 music educators, students and professionals from all 50 
states and 30 nations.  

By its invitation to and performance at the Midwest Clinic,  the 
band earns nationwide and even worldwide recognition.  Th e 
majority of the audience are music educators who att end these 
events for practical guidance as well as for inspiration.  Appearing 
at the Midwest Clinic is a great honor and a major endeavor.    

District 146 applauds the Band’s achievement and is very proud 
of them for the hard work that it took to earn this singular honor.  

THE FULTON FINISH LINE
 IS IN SIGHT

The Fulton construction is mov-
ing full steam ahead, and is on 

schedule to open in August for the 
2009/10 school year.   Th e building 
structure was completed and under 
roof by late November and work be-
gan immediately on the interior.   In 
order to keep the workfl ow constant 
and as on schedule as possible, the building has been sectioned off  for 
interior work, with one trade following another.  Much of the drywall is in 
place, windows are installed, bathrooms are roughed in, ceiling grid work 
is in progress and water and electric have been connected.   Floor tiling 
begins in early February.  

Th e interior work is due to be completed in May, at which time the con-
crete and parking lot installation, landscaping, and outside cleanup -- also 
known as site work -- will be started.   

In sum, we’re on the downside of the  hill.  We’ve overcome all obstacles 
including torrential rain, ice storms, bitt er cold and mini blizzards, and 
the fi nish line is in sight.   August 2009, here we come!

SYMPHONIC BAND PERFORMS AT 
“NOTEWORTHY” EVENT

ation to and performance at the Midwest Clinic

Mark Reilly and Cindy DePinto-Dawd , ark Reilly and Cindy DePinto-Dawd , 
teachers at Memorial and Central respec-teachers at Memorial and Central respec-

tively,  are both receiving the Larry Stilgebauer tively,  are both receiving the Larry Stilgebauer 
Award of Excellence for Exemplary use of Tech-Award of Excellence for Exemplary use of Tech-
nology in the Classroom.  Mark is receiving the nology in the Classroom.  Mark is receiving the 
award for his project,  “Discriminating Between award for his project,  “Discriminating Between 
Facts and Opinions in Commercials.” Cindy is Facts and Opinions in Commercials.” Cindy is 
receiving her award for her work with computer receiving her award for her work with computer 
animation and problem solving.animation and problem solving.

Th e awards are sponsored by the Suburban Th e awards are sponsored by the Suburban 
Cook County Learning Technology Center and Cook County Learning Technology Center and 
the Regional Offi  ce of Education.  Th ey will the Regional Offi  ce of Education.  Th ey will 
be awarded at a gala event at the Pheasant Run be awarded at a gala event at the Pheasant Run 
Resort in St. Charles, Illinois on February 26, Resort in St. Charles, Illinois on February 26, 
2009.2009.
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District Calendar of 
Events

February
2/6/09 Art Appreciation (Fierke)
2/11/09 PTA Book Fair (Fierke)
2/11/09 Report Cards
2/11/09 Parent Teacher Conferences
2/12/09 Lincoln’s Birthday - no school
2/13/09 Institute Day - no school
2/14/09 Band/GSMA Solo Ensemble
2/18/09 District Math Challenge
2/20/09 Fun Fair (Memorial)
2/20/09 Jump Rope for Heart (Kruse)
2/21/09 Band Music-a-thon
2/24/09 Math Challenge Award 
 Assembly
2/24/09 Schoolhouse Rock Assembly
 (Memorial)
2/28/09 Band Music-a-thon

March
3/2/09 Pulaski Day - No School
3/3 - 3/13 ISAT Testing Grades 3-8
3/8 Daylight Savings Time
3/20/09 American Heart Association
 Jump-A-Thon (Sandidge)
3/20 - 3/21 Alice In Wonderland (Central)
3/20/09 3rd Quarter Awards Assembly 
 (Central)
3/27/09 Shakespeare Performance 
 (Central)

 MEMORIAL HOSTS 
BRIDGES WINTER FESTIVAL

Do you remember when you were very 
young,  the thrill of making mud pies 

and all that squishy, gooey goodness ooz-
ing through your fi ngers.  Or fi nger painting 
with bold, bright Tempra paints?  Or running 
around in circles until you were out of breath 
and so dizzy you fell to the fl oor in a heap?    
Well,  on January 28th, Memorial school host-
ed a Winter Festival for our youngest learners 
sponsored by the Bridges Birth - 5 Program.  
And at this festival, updated versions of early 
childhood memories came to life.  Instead 
of running in circles, children to the age of 5 
rode tricycles and scooters down the school 
hallways and crawled through large multicol-
ored snakes.  Instead of fi nger painting, spray 

bott les fi lled with wonderful colors were of-
fered to the children to use on paper taped 
to walls.  Pizza was on hand to fi ll the tummy, 
stories were  read aloud to fi ll the imagination, 
and instead of mud pies, large vats of shaving 
cream, “fl oam”, and cott on balls were available 
to fi ll that fundamental need to get your hands 

into something messy.  Over 150 children and 
parents were entertained at the Festival with a 
multitude of activities, ample food, and book 
giveaways.

Th e Bridges Birth - 5 program addresses the 
individual needs of  children and their families 
by providing a network of support and learning 
opportunities.  Over 230 early learners receive 
various kinds of support through the program.  
If you would like more information, please 
contact the district offi  ce at 708-614-4500.

omething messy Over 150 children and


